
 
 Belgian Groep Heylen buys the Royal Dutch Mint from the Dutch Government  

 

HERENTALS/UTRECHT, 22 NOVEMBER 2016 – Groep Heylen to acquire the Royal Dutch 

Mint (KNM) in Utrecht on 22 November from the Dutch Government. According to the 

Heylen Group, the Royal Dutch Mint is a good addition to its mint activities. The total 

proceeds from this transaction for the Dutch government is 3.6 million euros. The 

Royal Dutch Mint, where about 90 people are employed, will continue its activities in 

Utrecht after the takeover.  

 

The Nationaal Analysecentrum voor Munten (NACM) and the supervision, previously 

also part of the Royal Dutch Mint but under the responsibility of the Netherlands 

government, will be relegated after the transfer date to De Nederlandsche Bank.  

 

Didier Clerx, CEO of Groep Heylen, calls the takeover 'a logical next step on the road 

to realising the company's ambitions'. 'At Groep Heylen we have the Mauquoy Token 

Company, National Tokens and Royal Blanking International. All Belgian companies 

whose activities since 1875 have involved the production of things like metal tokens, 

blanks, promotional coins and souvenir coins. Thanks to the acquisition of the Royal 

Dutch Mint we now have a complementary product portfolio. We can now achieve 

our ambition: becoming the most capable mint in the world for small and medium 

countries.'  

 

At the intercession of the government the Dutch parliament agreed in the middle of 

the year to the sale of the Royal Dutch Mint. The Dutch state participation policy 

stipulates that legislation is the first instrument for guaranteeing its public interests, not 

shareholding. Public funds are scarce and must only be applied where really 

necessary. This policy formed the basis for the government's decision to sell the Royal 

Dutch Mint.  

 

According to Groep Heylen the time ahead will be used for improving the 

coordination of activities between its companies. 'The Royal Dutch Mint will become 

the mint for small and medium-sized countries, and the existing activities at 

Mauquoy, National Tokens and Royal Blanking International will mostly be 

maintained. We will naturally be investigating measures to make the Royal Dutch 

Mint profitable. Things that spring to mind are a focus on sales growth, knowledge 

development and cost reduction', according to CEO Clerx.  

 

The Ministry of Finance was assisted during the entire process of privatising the Royal 

Dutch Mint by Boer & Croon Corporate Finance. A start was already made in 

February of this year with the sales process, during which there was wide national 

and international interest in the Royal Dutch Mint. During the process ten indicative 

offers were received which were subsequently assessed against previously 

established criteria and weighed against alternative scenarios. The Ministry of 

Finance finally selected Groep Heylen as the most suitable buyer. 'As a result the 

Royal Dutch Mint will have a private shareholder that provides the company with 

commercial muscle and has the ambition to turn the Royal Dutch Mint into a strong 

player in the worldwide coin circulation market', according to Boer & Croon 

Corporate Finance.  



About Groep Heylen  

Groep Heylen is a Belgian industrial holding with its roots in Herentals, to the east of Antwerp. 

Its objective is innovative investment in companies and real estate, continually seeking a 

creative added value in architectural, ecological, economic, societal and technological 

areas. Groep Heylen currently is active in Belgium, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Germany 

and Italy. These activities can be divided into the development of real estate and investing in 

companies. Groep Heylen hopes to achieve the milestone of over 400 million euros turnover 

in 2016 and employs more than 350 people.  

 

 

 


